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2_block to blob   	   2024

My diploma project details the material stream of synthetic plastics 
through a reverse chronological approach. It combines field research, 
visual documentation and material experimentation to retrace the journey 
of plastics from their final products back to their origins in petroleum. 

‘block to blob’ includes visits to various sites in the production chain, such 
as manufacturing facilities, oil refineries, pipelines, and extraction sites, 
concluding in a forest ecosystem, where crude oil naturally seeps to the 
earth’s surface. These experiences are compiled into a research publica-
tion that follows this reverse narrative. 

A video installation documents the visited locations, providing visual 
context for the industrial processes, hidden infrastructure and the nat-
ural substance in the forest. Additionally, a series of objects made from 
petroleum-coated wood and polystyrene grounds the project in tangible 
materials. 
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3_the well head group   	   2023

In preparation for a workshop at the German Pavilion of the Venice Archi-
tecture Biennale 2023, we found out about a 13th century Venetian well-
head which is today in the courtyard of the Wartburg Castle in Eisenach, 
Germany. This seemingly untransportable object with it’s highly nomadic 
journey provided us with a point of entry into a shared and intertwined 
history of maintenance, care and restitution. 
After 3d-scanning the well-head and taking its digital copy with us (back) 
to Venice, we found traces of the exact object in the local city archives and 
libraries. We used material from the German Pavilion depot to translate 
the fountainhead into a seemingly heavy but fractal and movable piece. 
It was then set up at the reconstructed locations, thereby connecting 
research with a local context. 

Work by: Arianna Ballin, Pierre-Eric Baumann, Marta Frasson, Carolina 
Lara Simunovic, Suwon Lee, Lukas Klein, Lasse Peters, Dario Schmid.
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4_artifical stones	   2021-2022

Many stones that wash up on the beaches of the North Sea coast are 
waste products of various industrial processes. Between shells, sand and 
driftwood, they reveal the blurred line between natural and cultural objects 
(ecofacts/artefacts).

The work artificial stones deals with the subject in three different ways: 
First, in a theoretical, scientific way in short texts, what, how, where and 
when different types of artificial stones have found their way into the 
environment. Secondly, in an informative way, by presenting the stones 
found on site at the beach on pedestals to initiate conversations and 
discussions. And thirdly in a cinematic way by documenting the process 
of restoring the original appearance of the stones before they entered the 
North Sea environment. 
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5_erosion of rock salt 	   2023

Rock salt is Germany’s most visible by-product of mining. It is particularly 
eye-catching in the central region of Germany (Thüringen and Hessen), 
where it appears in the form of imposing white mountains in the land-
scape. These so-called Rückstandshalden (residue deposits) are created 
as a by-product of the extraction of potassium salt, which in turn is crucial 
for the production of fertilisers. Once the rock salt has been moved via 
conveyor belts to one of the dumps, the official movement of the material 
ends for the industry.

In the artist residency at the Junge Kunsthalle Karlsruhe, I explored the 
movement of materials by finding an experimental approach to rock salt 
and its tendency to erode from water (a process which has great conse-
quences on the surrounding ecosystem of the salt mountains).

“Go! Kunst Bewegt” Junge Kunsthalle Karlsruhe, 21.10.23 - 11.02.24.
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5_IWK-DM31-HfG	   2022

IWK-DM31-HfG, a research project on the past of the building of the Karls-
ruhe University of Arts and Design and the remains of the former branch 
of the ammunition factory, was part of the exhibition „Munitionsfabrik - 
Ausstellung zur Geschichte eines ungeheuren Raums“ in summer 2022
Initiated by conversations with Stefan Krass, this work has taken me far 
away from classic product design through city archives, photo collections, 
online forums and area explorations to conversations with local residents, 
showing how history can be read in objects and what value lies in docu-
menting them.



Index

block to
blob

flame
sprayed

well
head
group

artificial
stones

erosion 
fo
stone-
salt

IWK-
DM31-
HfG

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

Index

blob to
blob

IWK-
DM31-
HfG

0

1

6



0

1

2

3

4

5

6

Portfolio
Lukas Klein

Augustastr. 5
76137 Karlsruhe

+49 17682393593
hello@kleinlukas.eu

15.07.98/ Epsom (GB)


